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Enjoying the
Deeper Meaning of Life

Ask any small childwhatismost
exciting about Christmastimeand the
answer will beunanimous—getting pre-
sents. When we hear that answer, weall
smilean understanding smileand maybe
even conjureup afew of our own memo-
riesof childhood Christmaseslong past.

But, thereisamuch deeper leve of
fulfillmentinlifethan
thesmplejoy achild
experiencesasherips
open countlessbrightly
colored packagesfull
of wondrousthingsjust

The deepest

Why should it beany different now with
Family Wedlth Planning? Far too oftenin
our pursuit to build and control our own
financia empires, wecommonly find
ourselvesfar morefocused onwhat we are
getting out of it all thanwhat we could be
giving fromit. Often, wemay find our-
selvesunconscioudy revertingback toa
childlikeattitude
towards happiness—
“getting presentsfor
ourselves.” And,inso
reverting, wesacrifice
thedeeper joy inlifeby

for him. | wouldlike fulfillment in life neglectingtheancient
to suggest that the . . truththat tellsus, “Itis
greatest fulfillment can Is not found in more blessed to give
befound in the deeper what we get but than to receive.”
meaning of life. . . | would liketo
Thedeepest level in what we give. suggest that what
of fulfillmentinlifeis makes our approach to
not found inwhat we Family Wealth

get but inwhat we

give. If youtry to explainthisconcept to
smdll children, they will stareat youwitha
blank lookson their faces, amazed that
anything could possibly providemorejoy
thanreceiving presents. But, asevery
parent and grandparent knows, thereisno
gift you could ever receivethat exceedsthe
joy of watching the bubbling enthusiasm of
your own children or grandchildren asthey
wildly tear open abox, squed withgleeas
they discover itscontents, jumptotheir
feet, dash headlong towardsyou and throw
themselvesinto your armsofferinga
thousand kissesand thank you's.
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Counsdling sounique
isthat wedo not focussimply on maximiz-
ingwhat our clientswill keep for themselves
andtheir families. Wealso striveto address
the deeper issuesof life'spurpose— what
wegiveto others!

Itistheintroduction of thiselementinto
the Family Weal th Planning processthat
bringspurpose, meaning and fulfillment into
what would otherwise bejust another set of
difficult businessdecisionsthat need to be
madein order to minimizethedamage. Itis
what givesFamily Wealth Planning a
heart. It'swhat givesitlife.



