Lrc VidLO/

ALLILILS

Heavenly Chocolates :
A chance meeting onthe Jersey Shoreinthe  andfinally therewasno speech at all. Eye contact .
summer of 1969iswhereit al began. Amorning  wasgone. Local doctorswere puzzled. Answers .
of making candy inthefamily chocolatebusiness  to how andwhy wereallusive. Strangerscouldn’t .
followed by quick dipintheoceanchangedlives  believe Amandawasatypical one-year-oldjust : .
forever. The chocolate shop becameanintegra threemonthsprior. e
part of athreeyear courtship culminatinginalarge After an evauation with aworld-renowned ”:’f:»:“:—
|Italian Wedding on afreezing January day. During  neurologist the devastating resultswerereveled. -
thenext fiveyearslotsof holidayswere spent Thedoctor wasrather casud in hisreporting, Story by

workinginthefamily businesscreeting Vaentine assuming wewereaready awareof theextent of - K/een Salvo

hearts, chocolate bunnies, saltwater taffy and other
chocolateddlights.

Thebirth of ason-thefirst grandson-m-
posed sometimerestrains but the bus nesswent
on. Soon after, Grandma'sill health made every-
day operationsmoredifficult. Sotheagonizing
decision wasmadeto closethe shop and sell the
property. The grandparentswent to Florida, and
everyonewent onwithther lives. Grandpacare-
fully guarded al the candy recipes. They were part
of histreasured possessions, along with hiscon-
fectionery skills, long beforethe Jersey Shore
businesscameinto being.

Whileinretirement Grandpakept hishands
literally in chocolate by working for oneof the
Sunshine State’sleading chocol atiers. Four years
passed, and in1981 ahealthy baby girl, thefirst
granddaughter, was born. How perfect—aloving
couple, a4-year-old boy and anew baby girl—all
together livinginthehomeof their dreams.

Oneyear later, number-one granddaughter,
Miss Amanda, wasjust about to celebrate her first
birthday. She could win any baby walker derby
hands down. Shetook cornerson two wheels
whilegiggling and talking up astorm. Shortly after,
Amandabegan having difficulty picking upfinger
food and other small objects. Her walking wasnot
progressing. Shewould loose her balanceaswell
asher contentment.

Severd tripstothe pediatricianyielded
nothing morethan, “wait and see.” By thetime
Amandawas 15 months she could no longer move
on her own. Her vocabulary was disappearing,

the brain damage. We had no ideaprior to that
meeting. Wewerein shock, and he offered no
explanations or what to do or what to expect from
Amanda

We had no diagnosisfor Amanda scondition
until October 1986. ThediseaseisRett Syndrome
andwasnot knowninthe United Statesuntil 1983,
only two yearsafter Amandawashborn. Only girls
areaffected after being born perfectly normal. The
symptoms appear between 12 and 18 month—fine
motor, gross motor and speech skills disappear.
Seizuresusually occur along with curvature of the
spine. The prognosisisunknown and cognitive
ability variesgrestly.

Although we had no ideawhat wewere
dealing with, we decided to create asuper-
learning environment for Amanda. Shewasput
through arigorous customized stimulation pro-
gram. One hundred volunteers per week helped to
implement the program. Amandaworked for
seven hoursaday. After three months she could
creep around on her own and 16 months|ater she
walked independently. Amandaisan atypical case
inthat sheisgtill walking at nearly 21 yearsof age
and isvery much aware and responsiveto others
and her environment. She communicateswith eye
gazesand usesacomputer.

Thevolunteerswereavery specia group of
people. Onewoman wanted to help because she
couldn’t help her own daughter whowasdying
from cancer. Another e derly womanwhowas
widowed at age 35, had her nine children taken
from her and were adopted out. Shehad noidea

(continued on page four...)
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wherethey were, including her child with Downs
Syndrome. The storiesjust went onand on.

We wanted to show our appreciationto the
volunteersinsomesmall but meaningful way, sowe
decided to make candy asholiday giftsusing
Grandpa srecipes. Thiswasanother connection
between Amandaand the candy. When Amanda
was ableto attend awonderful school the candy was
givento her numerousteachersasgifts.

Astheyearswent by Amandabecame more
and moreinterested when the candy wasbeing
made. Shewanted to bearound during every part
of the process. Our concern for Amandaand what
thefutureheld for her became moreand more
important.

Weinvestigated many programsaround the
country to find an appropriate setting that would
serve Amandaand al her needs. Nothing came
close. Timeisrunning out in her present placement
that endswhen sheturns21. Theoptionsat this

point are almost nonexistent. Thefew programsthat
do exist are not appropriateto Amanda scircum-
stances and do nothing to maintain her precious but
limited skill level, and most programshavea5to 8
year waitinglist.

Withfew optionsand critical time concernswe
searched for something crestive that would serve
Amandaand othersat the sametime. A group home,
asheltered workshop could benefit many. Thus
Heavenly Chocolateswasfounded usng Grandpa's
recipes. A foundation was created to alow tax-
deductible contributionsto fund agroup home and
other projectsthat would not only support Amanda
but many othersat the sametime. We hopeto
encourage community participation; employing
seniors, teenagers and anyone who wantsto give of
themsalves. Heavenly Chocolates, Inc. could mean
many thingsto many people. Heavenly
Chocolates....A Divinelntervention.
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