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The Greatest Charitable Gift
You Have to Give

Thefollowing isan article written by
one of our colleagues, Mr. E. G. “ Jay”
Link. We thought you would find his
thoughts quite stimulating.

Haveyou ever wondered why atiny,
poor, oldwoman livinginthedumsof
Calcutta, India, who hasdevoted her lifeto
themundanetask of caring for unwanted,
garving childrenisinternationaly known
and revered and even
awarded thedistin-
guished Nobel Peace
Prizefor her work?
What has shedoneto
deservesuchimpres-
svenotoriety? Whois
thiswoman? Youand

Seeing that woman’s
tears of joy made
enduring all the
discomfort of the trip
wholly inconsequential.

drifted quitefar fromour origina mord,
ethical and religiousmoorings. We havenot
drifted so far from them that we do not till
deeply respect peoplewho arewilling to
sacrificialy giveof themselvesto helpthe
helpless. Deep down inside, each oneof us
really knowsthat in so doing wewill
experiencethehighest level of persond
fulfillment and spiritud joy eventhoughthis
reality isseldom part of
our daily consciousness.
Sadly, weoftenfind
ourselvesso busy inour
headlong pursuit of
livinglifethat we
actualy endupmissing
thetrueessenceof life.

therest of theworld . Itisquiteunfortunate.
know her. Sheis I had -agaln Come_to It'snot enoughto
Mother Teresa. appreciate the ancient  gmply read biographies
By our materidisic ~ truth, “It is more blessed  of great menand
American sandards, to give than to receive.” womenwho throughout

Mother Teresaisa
miserablefallure. She
doesn’t own her own home. Shehasno
money for retirement, hasnot built a
successful businessor an adequateincome,
doesn’t even own one car and wearsthe
same styleof clotheseveryday.
Thereisabsolutely noreasonwhy this
oldwomanlivingintheinner city of an
obscure, third-world country, working with
hundredsof inggnificant littlechildren
should haveearned suchimpressive,
worldwiderespect and prestigious acco-
lades.
Thefact isthat as a country, specifi-
caly, and asaworld, generdly, we have
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history havehappily

traded alife of prosper-
ity, luxury and comfort for alifeof tail,
sacrifice, diseaseand even deathto help
thosewho cannot helpthemselves. You
may beinspired by their great religiousand
humanitarian efforts, but youwill never
experiencethetremendousblessing. They
would acknowledgetheir effortshave
surpassed everything they voluntarily gave
upinthetrade.

| am not sharing these deeply profound

truthswith you from someinsul ated, theo-
retical “bubble.” | am sharing them with
you from my heart and my own persona
experience because| earnestly try to

(continued on page two...)
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The Greatest Charitable Gift... continued from page one...

“practicewhat | preach.” Just recently |
returned fromamissiontrip | led to Juarez,
Mexicowith 12 youthsand adults. We
went down thereto build ahomefor a
poor family.

Theman of the house, for whomwe
wereto build the home, worked 60 hours
eachweek to earn $30. They livedina
tiny, one-room shanty built out of shipping
skidsand wrappedintar paper. Their
threeyear old daughter isaninvalid and
hasmagjor respiratory problemsandisonly
abletogooutsidefor afew minutesat a
time

Our campsitewherewe pitched our
tentswasan old cow pasturelocated
acrosstheroad fromapig pen. Our rest
roomswere pit toiletswhereit seemed half
thefliesinall of Mexicoresided. If theflies
wouldn’t driveyou out, thesmell would.
Theother hdf of thefliesinMexico
swarmed all over our food aswetriedto
eat. Wedept ontheground, and from
about 2a.m. on wewere serenaded by a
chorusof roostersmaking asound night’s
deepimpossible. Wecleaned up by
pouring buckets of water over our heads.

Yetinspiteof al of this, our group
seized thechallengeof buildingahumble
dweling for thisneedy family withtheunity
and zeal you might expect only fromthose
who were building agrand palacefor a
king.

On the second day, as our team
enthusiastically raised thewallsto the
new home, the mother stood by crying. |
criedtoo. Infact, al of uswho saw this
touching scenewept. At that moment we
werereminded that wewere not just

building ahouse, wewere helping people.

Seeing that woman'stearsof joy
made enduring al thediscomfort of the
tripwholly inconsequentiad. | hadagain
cometo appreciatetheancient truth, * It
ismore blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” Inthisvery small act of kind-
ness, | had was been reminded of this
enduringtruth.

How was| ableto come back richer
than beforel |eft, leaving my wifeand two
youngest children behind, taking aweek
off work, spending al that money togo
and endureextreme, physical discomfort?
Inthiscase, theanswer cannot be ex-
plainedin physica termsbecauseit
transcendstherealm of thephysical. It
canonly beexplainedin spiritua terms.
Andtheexplanationisthis. Youwill
always make a profit, when you give
yourself away to others.

In my practice, | am continually
showing familieshow to givemillionsof
dollarsaway to charity, and | will bethe
firsttoadmit that itisavery exciting
process. But let me suggest that the
persona delight of giving massvesumsof
money away isdecidedly minusculein
comparisontothejoy youwill realizeby
giving yoursdlf away to aworthy cause.

Asthenationaly known professiond
investor and author, Peter Lynch, stated,
“There'sno job that's more rewarding
than my own experience of working
with charities.” | couldn’t agree more!

What isthe greatest charitablegift you
havetogive? YOURSELF! Why don't
you makeagift of yourself to aworthy
cause. You'll bethericher for it.
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