22 [THINKING BEYOND:.

What is Your Life-Purpose?

A rather thought-provoking question,
wouldn’t you say? Why? Maybe because
so few people have aconcrete answer to
thisquestion and not having aspecificlife-
purpose can be somewhat troubling for us.

What isyour life-purpose? Areyou on
thisearthsmply dueto somebiologica
function of lifethat brought youinto exist-
ence? Areyoujust waiting for somefuture
fallureof other biological functionstotake
you out? Isyour purposefor being here
merely theresult of somemultibillion-year
“crgpgame” that you
coincidentaly find
yourself onthiscelestid
speck at thisvery
moment in eternity? Or
istheremore? Isthere

We innately know that
there is a purpose

we can, consume all we can and enjoy all
we can, because after this, thereisno more.
Whenit'sover, it'sover. How sad. How
tragic.

Fortunately, thereisgood news. The
humanistsand secularistsarewrong! There
ismoreto manthan smply hisphysical
being and thereisafar grander purposefor
our livesthanto smply “eat, drink and be
merry.”

Haveyou ever wondered why you, an
individud of statureinyour community, an
individua of substantial
means, of education, of
value—asour society
countsvaue—have
never been awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize, but

aplanned purposefor ) apoor, elderly woman
why you arehere? and dignity that livinginthedumsof one
Thecontemporary elevates the value of themost destitute
theory that hasbeen fh lif inner-citiesof the
evolving over thepast orhuman lite. world, servingasmall

several decadeswould

haveyou believethat

you arenothingmore

than amassive compilation of protoplasm
that is, at most, evidence that no matter
how impossiblethe odds, accidentscan
happen. You arejust oneof severd hillion
accidentsnow living on thisplanet.

If thisistrue, then themodern mindset
of, “Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow
wedie,” becomes, of necessity, theultimate
expression of ahappy and fulfillinglife. But
isthisall thereis? Isthisour purpose?
Modern humanistsand secularistswould
have usbelievethe answer tothisquestions
is,“Yes.” Thisisour only purposeand that
iswhy we should makeall we can, takeall
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handful of starving,

dying, orphan children,

having littleeducation,
no material wedlth, and no stationinlife,
hasreceived one of theworld’smost
prestigiousawards?

I’ tell youwhy. Even thoughwehave
intellectually embraced the notion that
mankind isnothing morethan somefreak
coincidenceinthemillenniaof time—that
thereisno spiritua sideto our humanity —in
our soul westill innately know that thereis
apurposeand adignity that el evatesthe
vaueof humanlifeabovethedime-pits’ of
bygoneeras. Mother Teresahasreminded
theworld of thisfact by her lifeand her

work. And evenanonreligious, secular
(continued on page two...)
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What is Your Life-Purpose?... continued from page one...

world hasappropriately acknowledged her
noblelife-purpose.

So, we comeback tomy origina
question. What isyour life-purpose? If
weonly allow ourselvesto accept this
physical world and our physical bodiesas
al thereis, wewill never beableto come
to acompl ete and satisfactory answer to
thisquestion. If you only acknowledge half
of whoyou are, youwill only beableto
comeup with haf theright answer. And,
at least when | wasin school, | never got
thewholequestion answered by giving only
half theright answer.

So, what isthe other half of thean-
swer? Itisthat man hasbeen created by a
good and loving God who madeuswitha
very specificlife-purpose. Weareboth
physical aswell asspiritua beings.

Therefore, our god inlifeistodiscover
what His purposeisfor theentirety of who
weare—both physicaly and spiritudly.
Now, before someone brandsmeasa
religiousfanatic of somekind, keepinmind
that 94% of al Americansdtill believein
God. So, I’mintheoverwhelming maor-
ity. Theproblemisthat wehavebeen
|etting the other 6% do most of our think-
ing, talking, teaching and policy-making for
usfor far toolong.

We do not need to be embarrassed
that we believein God and that we believe
Hemade usand hasapurposefor us. It's
thetruth. Just because somewould deny
thistruth, doesn’t makeit any lesstrue, any
morethan by ingsting that thereisno Sun
will makeit ceasetoexist.

What isyour life-purpose? Why are
you livinginthemost prosperous country
inthehistory of theworld? Why were
you bornherein Americaandnotina
ghettoin Rwanda? Why doyou havea
hedlthy body instead having onethat is
plagued with malnutrition, TB and/or
AIDS? Why do you have such abundant
wealth and agood mind?

Isitjust “good luck?’ Hardly. Some-
one hasapurposefor your life. And
whenyoufindit and put it downinwriting,
your wholelifewill finaly comeinto clear
focus—maybefor thevery firsttime.

A study conducted on Yaealumni
reveal ed that only 3% of the graduates
surveyed had written plansfor their lives.
However, those with written plansaccu-
mulated more wealth than the other 97%
combined. Inaddition, thosewithformd,
written plansenjoyed better marriages,
more contented family lifeand greater
career SUCCesS.

Helping you answer thequestion,
“What ismy life-purpose?’ and then
reducing it towritingispart of developing
your Family Wealth Letter of Intent and
thefirst stepintheoverall Family Wealth
Counseling process. Oncewe have
hel ped you answer thismost fundamental
question, al the other questionsregarding
your lifestyle, your values, your wedlth,
your business, your children and grand-
children, your legacy, capital gainsand
edtatetaxesand philanthropy will be
answered quickly and easily.

It'stheright way to plan. It'stheright
way tolive,
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