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You Have 30 Days to Live...

... avery sobering, if not frightening,
statement to be sure. Youwill likely never
hear thesewordsinyour lifetime, but for
thesakeof participatinginavery valuable
mental exercise, let’simaginethefollowing
sceneishappening to you.

You aresitting dressed in one of those
backlessgownsin the examination room at
thelocal hospita after spending all day
taking abattery of tests. Youarewaiting
for the doctor to comeand giveyou the
resultsof thetests. He
findly waksin. You
cantel heishaving
difficulty lookingyouin

The great tragedy

changeinyour current energy level until the
very last day. No onewill evenbeableto
tell that youaresick.”
“I havethirty daystolive. Only 30
daydl”

Your mindisswirlingwiththenewsthat
your daysare numbered. Of course, your
dayshave alwaysbeen numbered asisthe
casefor dl of us. But your actua number
of dayshasjust beenrevealedtoyou, and
it sseveral thousand lessthan you had just
assumed.

Oncethe shock of
thenewsfinaly sinksin,
thereisone penetrating

theeyes. Thenews guestion that comesto
must not be good. for far too many of your mind and themind
Hesitsdown next ; - of anyonewho might
toyou andfinaly looks us is that life never findthemsdvesfacing
youintheeyesand becomes more thisdreadful and

speaks, “ Thetest results
could not beworse.

precious than

enviablepogition. The
questionisthis, “What

You haveavery rare, when it is just will I dowithmy last
incurabledisease. Itis 30daysonthisearth?’
aready so advanced about over. “Will | tekethis
that what littletreatment monthtofindly read

wedo havewould be
useless, and thereisno surgical procedure
knownfor thisillness.”

He speaksyour nameand then dowly
saysthosesix dreaded words, “You...
have...30...days...to...live”

Thedoctor then adds some extremely
good newsto hisshocking pronouncement,
“With the nature of thisdisease, youwill
have no negative physica manifestations
until thevery last day. It will happendl at
once, andthenit will beover. For thenext
30days, youwill continueto feel andlook
likeyoudo right now. Youwill noticeno
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thosebooks|’ vebeen
wanting to read? Will | go spend theselast
preciousfew dayswith my childrenand
grandchildren? Will | rush back tothe
officetofinishthat project that isalready
past due and absol utely must befinished
within the next 30 days? Will | try to
‘mend somefences and ‘rebuild some
bridges with peoplewhoseredationship
with me has been broken or destroyed?
Will I finally takethat onceinalifetime
vacationthat I’ veawayswanted? Will |
go seethose peoplewho haveinfluenced
and hel ped memost and tell them * thank

(continued on page two...)
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Thirty Days... continued from page one...

you? Will | devotetherest of my lifeto
giving back something of dl | havere-
ceived? Will | prepareto meet my
Maker?

Atatimelikethis, theredly important
thingsin lifebecome so obvioudy appar-
ent, don’t they? Under these circum-
stances, it iseasy to distinguish between
what isurgent and
what isimportant,
what isreal and what
issuperficid, whatis
lastingandwhat is

If you have just

instead of waiting until our last thirty days
of liferedly arrives?

A gentleman once spokeat anational
conferenceand shared alesson he had
learned from hisgrandfather. Hisgrandfa-
ther told him, “Remember, son, therewill
beafirsttimeand alast timefor every-
thing.”

Heexplained what
hisgrandfather meant.
Whenyou kissyour
spouse goodbye,
therewasafirsttime,

temporary. . . andtherewill bealast
Thegreat tragedy thi rty days to live 1 time. Whenyou take
for far too many of us what will you do awalk throughthe
isthet lifenever . woods, therewill bea
becomesmore pre- with them? first time, andthere
ciousthanwhenitis will bealast time.
just about over. Then, Whenyou sit downto

we hurry around and

try to do what has been |eft undone, fix
what has been broken, savor what has
been overlooked and givewhat haslong
been overdue.

Few of uswill ever beblessed with
knowing the exact number of dayswe
haveleft, sowe" can get our housein
order” beforewe say good-byetothislife
and thoseweleave behind. Canyou
imaginehow our prioritiesmight changeif
weredly lived our next thirty daysasif
they weretruly our last. Canyouimagine
how much more at peacewewould beif
weactudly did thosefina thingsnow

ameal withyour entire

family, therewill beafirg time, andthere
will bealast time. Whenyou put on your
shoeseach morning, therewill beafirst
time, and therewill bealasttime. When
you hold your childinyour arms, therewill
beafirst time, and therewill bealast
time. “Therewill beafirsttime, and alast
timefor everything.”

Livinglifewiththistruthinmind
enhancesour awarenessof lifeand makes
al the®in-between” timesfar more
preciousand meaningful.

If you havejust 30 daysto live, what
will you do with them?
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